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In March of 2020, in response to the Covid 19 Pandemic, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing declared that Municipal Councils will not meet in person but will instead hold virtual meetings. Under this order Council of the Municipality of the County of Cumberland held Council video meetings via Zoom.  This meeting was also streamed live on Facebook.

1. CALL TO ORDER
1.2	Roll Call
	Mayor Scott acknowledged the Municipality of the County of Cumberland is in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq people.  
		
	The Mayor called the July 14, 2021 Council session of the Municipality of the County of Cumberland to Order at 1:02 p.m.  
	
Shelley Hoeg, Municipal Clerk called the roll with the following members of Council present: Mayor Murray Scott, Councillor Fred Gould; Councillor Rod Gilroy, Deputy Mayor Kathy Redmond, Councillor Jennifer Houghtaling, Councillor Angela McCormick, Councillor Mark Joseph, Councillor Dale Porter, Councillor Carrie Goodwin.

Staff present; Greg Herrett, CAO; Allie McCormick, Director of HR and Community Facilities; Steve Ferguson, Director of Community Development; Andrew MacDonald, Director of Finance; Justin Waugh-Cress, Director of Engineering and Operations; Amanda MacLeod, Corporate Communications Officer; Will Balser, Junior Planner; and Shelley Hoeg, Municipal Clerk who recorded the meeting.

Media present in the meeting: 
Bill Martin, Six Rivers News.

2.	ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROCEDURAL ISSUES
2.1	Approval of Agenda
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Gilroy seconded by Councillor Gould to approve the agenda with the deletion of item 4.1.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

2.2	Approval of the Minutes
	IT WAS MOVED by Deputy Mayor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Houghtaling to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2021 Council meeting.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

	2.3	Business Arising
	The Chief Administrative Officer updated Council regarding actions completed and ongoing from previous Council sessions.	
	 
2.4 	Public Hearing(s)
I) 	Amendment to the Land Use Bylaw to rezone PID 25152562, Gulf Shore Road, Gulf Shore

			Mayor Scott opened the public hearing at 1:09 p.m.
Staff provided a detailed memo regarding the request to rezone PID 25152562, Gulf Shore Road, Gulf Shore.

There was one written submission in favour of the submission.  There were no further comments from the public or the applicant.  

Public Hearing was closed by Mayor Scott at 1:11 p.m.

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Houghtaling, seconded by Councillor Gould approve Public Hearing of amendment to the Land Use Bylaw to rezone PID 25152562, Gulf Shore Road, Gulf Shore and to hold Second Reading of the proposed amendment on or about September 1, 2021.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

ii) 	Amendment to the Land Use Bylaw to rezone PID 25062530, 59 Charles Street, Joggins

Mayor Scott called the Public Hearing to Order at 1:12 p.m.  Staff provided a detailed description regarding the request to rezone PID 25062530, 59 Charles Street, Joggins.

Hearing no requests from residents wanting to speak nor any of the public, the Mayor closed this public hearing at 1:15 p.m.

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Joseph to approve Public Hearing of amendment to the Land Use Bylaw to rezone PID 25062530, 59 Charles Street, Joggins and to hold Second Reading of the proposed amendment on or about September 1, 2021.
No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

iii) 	Dangerous and Unsightly Hearing, 31 Pearl Street, River Hebert
The Mayor called the Public Hearing to Order at 1:16 p.m.  Staff provided a detailed description regarding the condition of the property.

Hearing no requests from residents wanting to speak nor any of the public, the Mayor closed this public hearing at 1:18 p.m.

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Gould to Order demolition of the residence, the levelling of the lot to acceptable standards applicable to that particular area of the County, and the removal of all debris from the property to an approved facility by August 1, 2021.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

iv) 	Dangerous and Unsightly Hearing, 46 McGee Street, Springhill
The Mayor called the Public Hearing to Order at 1:19 p.m.  Staff provided a detailed description regarding the condition of the property.

We received a letter from a member of the Public who would like to purchase this property and renovate it to make it habitable.  This person, unfortunately does not have standing in this matter.  Options for Council would be to continue with the process and follow the recommendation of the Dangerous and Unsightly Administrator and/or to have staff secure the property and prepare a report on the outstanding taxes, including information such as when the property will be eligible for sale, when will the next tax sale be and perhaps most importantly is whether the residence is salvageable at a reasonable cost.

The Mayor closed this public hearing at 1:27 p.m.

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Joseph, seconded by Councillor Houghtaling to Order the property be secured and request staff to prepare a report containing information such as; whether the property is salvageable at a reasonable cost, the amount of outstanding taxes, when is it eligible for tax sale and when is the next tax sale.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED


v) 	Dangerous and Unsightly Hearing, 7691 Highway 209, Joggins
The Mayor called the Public Hearing to Order at 1:28 p.m.  Staff provided a detailed description regarding the condition of the property.

Hearing no requests from residents wanting to speak nor any of the public, the Mayor closed this public hearing at 1:30 p.m.
			
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Porter, seconded by Deputy Mayor Redmond to Order demolition of the residence, the levelling of the lot to acceptable standards applicable to that particular area of the County, and the removal of all debris from the property to an approved facility by August 1, 2021.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

3.	STRATEGIC PRIORITIES ISSUES
	There were no strategic priority issues for today’s meeting.	

4.	MAJOR ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES
	4.1	Whitehall Road Capital Budget
This item was deleted from the agenda.	

5.	ORGANIZATIONAL POLICY/BY-LAW ISSUES
5.1	First Reading on Amendment to Land Use Bylaw to rezone PID 25088626, at 556 Valley Road, Westchester
	Staff provided a detailed memo regarding this request.
	
IT WAS MOVED by Deputy Mayor Redmond, seconded by Councillor McCormick to approve First Reading on amendment to the LUB to rezone PID 25088626, 556 Valley Road, Westchester and hold public hearing on or about September 1st, 2021.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

5.2	Amendment to the Tax Exemption and Reduction Policy
Finance staff provided a detailed memo regarding this request.
	
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Porter, seconded by Councillor Gilroy to give Notice of Intent to consider adoption of an amended Tax Exemption and Reduction Policy.  

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

5.3	Outdoor Burning Bylaw
Staff advised Council that authorities in the community of Springhill are having difficulty enforcing the former Town’s by-law restricting open air burning (which is still in force today). Part of the difficulty is that the Municipality’s By-Law permits certain fires that are not permitted by the former Town’s By-Law. 

It is recommended that Council refer this matter, including the relevant regulations of the Municipality and the former Towns of Springhill and Parrsboro, to the By-Law and Policy Committee for review, and that the Committee be directed to provide Council with a report and recommendations by November 15, 2021. That would allow sufficient time for any amendments and repeals to be completed before the spring of 2022. 
 
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Joseph, seconded by Councillor McCormick that Council refer the question of the amendment and possible consolidation of the current by-laws in effect regarding outdoor burning in the Municipality to the Policy and By-Law Committee, with a report recommending any possible changes to be provided to Council by November 15, 2021.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

6. 	BUSINESS ISSUES
[bookmark: _Hlk45136662][bookmark: _Hlk46945623]6.1	Divert Municipal Adoption Funding
	Councillor Houghtaling has provided information to Council regarding	
funding available through the municipal adoption funding program through Divert NS.

IT WAS MOVED BY Councillor Houghtaling, seconded by Councillor Goodwin to have refer this item to staff to investigate the feasibility of applying for funding under the municipal adoption funding program through Divert NS to install ReUse centers at the transfer stations in Cumberland County.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

6.2	Ratification of Committee Members to Cumberland Senior Care Corporation Board
	
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Houghtaling, seconded by Deputy Mayor Redmond Motion to ratify the appointment of Peter Lewis to the Board of the Cumberland Senior Care Corporation (ECL).

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

6.3	Tender Award – CAO Authorization
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Gould, seconded by Councillor McCormick to authorize the CAO to award tenders and request for proposals for approved capital projects if the bid or proposal does not exceed the project’s budget.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

6.4	District Grants Applications and Guidelines
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Gilroy, seconded by Councillor Houghtaling, that Council approve the new procedure for District Grants, as set out in the application form and “Information and Guidelines” contained in the information package for the July 14th, 2021, session of Council, in place of the relevant provisions of the existing Grant Guidelines as they apply to Local or District Grants.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED


6.5	Audit Committee Report
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Gould, seconded by Councillor Gilroy to 
appoint McIsaac Darragh Chartered Professional Accounts as the Municipal Auditor for the 2020/21 Fiscal Year.

No Objections
MOTION CARRIED

7.	 INFORMATION ITEMS
	7.1 	Cumberland Public Library Report
		Provided as information.




8.  	ADJOURNMENT 
	8.1	Adjournment
On motion by Councillor Houghtaling, seconded by Deputy Mayor Redmond, the meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 






________________________________  	_____________________________
Mayor Murray Scott				Municipal Clerk Shelley Hoeg




