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1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.1 O’ Canada 

Warden Al Gillis called the July 3, 2019 Council session of the Municipality of 
the County of Cumberland to Order at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in 
the council chambers of the E.D. Fullerton Municipal Building, Upper 
Nappan.  O’Canada was sung. 

 
1.2 Roll Call 

Municipal Clerk, Brenda Moore, called the roll with the following Councillors 
present: Councillor Paul Porter, Deputy Warden Joe Van Vulpen, Warden 
Allison Gillis, Councillor Lynne Welton, Councillor Barbara Palmer, Councillor 
Ernie Gilbert, Councillor Mike McLellan, Councillor Don Fletcher, Councillor 
Maryanne Jackson and Councillor Norman Rafuse.   

  
Absent: Councillor Dan Rector, Councillor Doug Williams, Councillor Marlon 

Chase.  
 

Staff present:  Rennie Bugley, Chief Administrative Officer; Andrew 
MacDonald, Director of Finance; Amanda MacLeod, Sustainable 
Communities Marketing Officer; Eric Levy, Manager of Organizational 
Development & Innovation; and Brenda Moore, Municipal Clerk who 
recorded the meeting. 

 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROCEDURAL ISSUES 

2.1 Approval of Agenda 
  The agenda was approved with the following changes and additions: 
 
 Change: 4.1  moved to 7.4 Information Item 
 Additions: 6.9 July and August Council Meeting Dates  
   6.10 Correspondence 
   7.5 Cumberland Bursary Recipients  

 
 2.2 Approval of Minutes of June 5, June 13, & June 19, 2019 Council meetings. 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Gilbert to 
approve the minutes of the June 5th Council meeting.  
 

 MOTION CARRIED  
 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Palmer seconded by Deputy Warden van 
Vulpen to approve the minutes of the June 13th Council meeting.  
 

 MOTION CARRIED 
 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Palmer to 
approve the minutes of the June 19th Council meeting.  
 

 MOTION CARRIED  
 

2.3 Action List(s) from June 5, 13, and 19, 2019 Council meetings. 
The Actions lists were reviewed, and Council was brought up to date on the 
items. 

 
 2.4 Delegations, Presentations, Petitions 

   There are no presentations or petitions for this meeting. 
 

 2.5 Public Hearing 
i) Dangerous and Unsightly Premise  

13059 Hwy 6, Wallace Bridge, N.S. 
AAN #01395823, PID 25169954 
 

Warden Gillis called the Public Hearing to order at 6:15 p.m.  Ron Moore, 
Administrator of Dangerous or Unsightly Premises for the Municipality 
provided a report and photos of this property in a power point 
presentation.  
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Warden Gillis called for questions from the property owner, representatives 
of the property owner or Council.   Hearing none, Warden Gillis closed the 
hearing at 6:16  p.m. 
 
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Welton seconded by Councillor Fletcher to 
order the demolition of the structure and removal of all debris from 
property at 13059 Hwy 6, Wallace Bridge, N.S., AAN #01395823, PID 
25169954 to an approved facility by July 24, 2019. 

 
MOTION CARRIED  

3. STRATEGIC PRIORITIES ISSUES 
 3.1 Parrsboro Facilities Review 

This report will be included on future meeting(s) agendas for Council’s 
discussions and actions. 
 
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Welton to 
release the Final Report Parrsboro Facilities Review to the public. 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 
 

4. MAJOR ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES 
 4.1 Recycling Options Review 

This item was moved to 7.4 as an information item.  
 

4.2 Solar Photovoltaic System Design and Installation – Dr Carson and Marion 
Murray Community Centre 

 
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Jackson seconded by Councillor Welton to 
approve Agreement and Proposal from Thermodynamics. (see appendix A) 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

4.3 Solar Photovoltaic System Design and Installation – FORCE Visitor Centre 
Council had discussed this project at the request of FORCE.  They had 
requested that Council manage the design and installation, provide the 
financing and retain the revenue from the sale of revenue to NS Power. 

 
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Rafuse to 
approve an increase in the 2019/2020 Capital Budget in the amount of 
$92,138 for the Solar Photovoltaic System Design and installation on the 
FORCE Visitor Centre to be funded from Gas Tax 

MOTION CARRIED 
  
5. ORGANIZATIONAL POLICY/BY-LAW ISSUES 
 5.1 Pace By-Law 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Gilbert seconded by Councillor Jackson to 
approve first reading of the PACE By-Law. 
 

Municipality of Cumberland By-Law 19-XX 
 The Property Assessed Clean Energy By-Law 
 

 
TITLE 
1. This By-law shall be known as “The Property Assessed Clean Energy Program” Bylaw. 

 
PURPOSE  
2. The purpose of this By-law is to enable financing of energy efficiency upgrades to 

qualifying residential properties within the Municipality. 
 

DEFINITIONS  
3. In this Bylaw:  

(a) “Chief Administrative Officer” means the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Municipality;  
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(b) “Director of Finance” means the Director of Finance of the Municipality;  
(c) “Energy Efficiency Upgrade” means an installation that is permanently affixed to the 

property and which:  
i. Will result in improved energy efficiency and substantially reduced 

energy use; 
 

ii. Meets or exceeds applicable energy efficiency standards established or 
approved by the Municipality; and  

iii. Involves central ducted or ductless heat pumps or solar panels meeting 
specifications or having ENERGY STAR ® certification, air sealing, 
insulating, ENERGY STAR ® windows and doors, or such other energy 
efficiency upgrades as are approved and agreed in writing by the 
Municipality.  

 
(d)  “Municipality” means the Municipality of the County of Cumberland; 
(e) “PACE Customer Agreement” means the written, signed Property Assessed Clean 

Energy Efficiency Program Customer Agreement between the owner of a qualifying 
property and the Municipality for financing of an Energy Efficiency Upgrade to the 
property.  

(f) “PACE Charge” means the Property Assessed Clean Energy improvement tax levied 
on the property pursuant to s.81A of the Municipal Government Act.  

(g) “PACE Program” means the program established by the Municipality under which 
owners of Qualifying Properties may apply for and obtain financing for Energy 
Efficiency Upgrades.  

(h) “Qualifying Property” means an owner-occupied residential property located within 
the Municipality but does not include multi-unit residential or non-profit owned 
buildings and does not include business or industrial premises.      
 

APPLICATION AND APPROVAL  
4. An owner of a Qualifying Property within the Municipality who is not otherwise in 

default of any municipal taxes, rates or charges, may apply for Municipal financing of 
Energy Efficient Upgrades to the property. 

5. Financing shall be subject to Municipal approval and execution of a PACE Customer 
Agreement with the owner of the Qualifying Property.  

 
PAYMENT OF CHARGE  
6. The PACE charge shall become payable in full on completion of installation of the Energy 

Efficiency Upgrade in accordance with the PACE Customer Agreement.  
 

7. The Director of Finance shall maintain a separate account of all monies due for PACE 
charges levied pursuant to this By-law, identifying: 
a) the names of the property owners and assessment, PID and civic address 

information of the subject property;  
b) the amount of the PACE charge levied on the property;  
c) the amount paid on the PACE charge. 

  
LIEN 
8. On completion of an Energy Efficiency Upgrade pursuant to a PACE Customer 

Agreement, the PACE Charge shall be levied against the property.  
9. A PACE Charge imposed pursuant to this Bylaw constitutes a first lien on the subject 

property and has the same effect as rates and taxes under the Municipal Government 
Act.  

10. A PACE Charge pursuant to this Bylaw is collectable in the same manner as rates and 
taxes under the Assessment Act and, at the option of the Director of Finance, is 
collectable at the same time and by the same proceedings as taxes.  

11. The lien provided for in this By-law shall become effective on the date on which the 
Chief Administrative Officer files with the Director of Finance a certificate that the 
agreed improvement has been completed.  

12. The lien provided for in this Bylaw shall remain in effect until the total charge, plus 
interest, has been paid in full. 

 
INTEREST  
13. Interest will be charged on PACE Charges at a rate determined in the PACE Policy 
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14. Interest shall accrue on any PACE Charge or portion thereof which remain outstanding 
from the date of billing. 

15. Interest is payable annually on the entire amount outstanding and unpaid, whether or 
not the owner has elected to pay by installments. 

 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS  
16. The owner of a Qualified Property may elect to pay the PACE Charge by equal 

installment payments over a period or not more than 10 years, as set out in the PACE 
Customer Agreement. 
 

17. In the event of default of any installment payment under the PACE Customer 
Agreement, the entire outstanding balance shall be immediately due and payable. 

 
18. This By-Law shall come into effect on the day of publication. 

 
19. Any previous versions of this By-law shall be considered repealed upon the effective 

date of this version. 
    MOTION CARRIED  

 
 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Gilbert to 
give notice of Council’s intent to consider the PACE Program Policy for 
adoption at the next Council meeting.  

Municipality of Cumberland Policy 19-XX 
Property Assessed Clean Energy Program Policy 

 

  
Citation 
 

1. This Policy is entitled the Property Assessed Clean Energy Program Policy. 
 
Purpose 

2. This policy identifies the eligible types of Clean Energy Upgrades that may be 
financed by the Municipality of the County of Cumberland through the Property 
Assessed Clean Energy Program By-Law and establishes the program financing 
details. 

 
Definitions 

3. In This Policy unless the context otherwise requires: 
a. “Municipality” means the Municipality of the County of Cumberland 
b. “PACE” means Property Assessed Clean Energy; 
c. “Table 1” means the PACE Program Clean Upgrade Types and Evaluation or 

Standard Table 
 
Evaluation 

4. Table 1 (The PACE Program Clean Energy Upgrade Types and Evaluation or 
Standard) lists the eligible Clean Energy Upgrade types that may be financed.  Each 
type of upgrade must be evaluated by a specific energy evaluation procedure and 
may need to conform to a particular energy standard, which is identified beside 
each upgrade type.  The required evaluation procedure or standard ensures that the 
upgrade is studied from an energy science perspective, and that a definable energy 
benefit is determined. 

 
5. In administering this Policy, the Municipality will ensure that any Clean Energy 

Upgrades requested by property owners to be financed through the PACE program 
are identified as being eligible types in Table 1.  Furthermore, the Municipality will 
ensure that for each requested upgrade, the required evaluation procedure or 
standard has been met and that a definable energy benefit has been determined or 
recommended by a qualified energy professional. These minimum conditions must 
be met before permitting a requested upgrade to be financed on the subject 
property. 
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Financing Details 
6. The ability to approve financing for Clean Energy Upgrades on specific properties 

may be subject to further restrictions through the conditions set out in the PACE By-
Law and the PACE Customer Agreement. 

 
7. Interest will be charged on PACE charges at a rate of municipal cost of borrowing 

plus 2%. 
 

8. The maximum number of homes entering this program is 10 per year. The 
Maximum Eligible Amount is $15,000 for homes with full assessed property values 
of less than or equal to $150,000. For homes with full assessed property values of 
more than $150,000, the Maximum Eligible Amount is lesser of $25,000 or 10% of 
the full assessed property value. 
 

PACE Program Clean Energy Upgrade Types and Evaluation or Standard  
 
 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
 

Table 1 
Clean Energy Upgrade Type 

 
Required Evaluation or Standard 

1. Insulation for ceilings, floors, main walls, knee walls, 
foundation walls, foundation headers, foundation slabs, 
and crawlspaces 

Home Energy Assessment 

2. Draft proofing including caulking, weather stripping, 
and duct sealing 

Home Energy Assessment 

3. Exterior doors Home Energy Assessment 

4. Exterior windows Home Energy Assessment 

5. Domestic Hot Water Tanks Home Energy Assessment 

6. Drain Water Heat Recovery Systems Home Energy Assessment 

7. Heat Pumps Home Energy Assessment 

8. Wood & Pellet Heating Systems Home Energy Assessment 

9. Exhaust Ventilation Home Energy Assessment 

10. Balanced Heat Recovery Ventilation Home Energy Assessment 

11. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations Home Energy Assessment     and 
Time-Of-Day Savings Assessment 

12. Electric Thermal Storage (ETS) Systems Home Energy Assessment      and 
Time-Of-Day Savings Assessment 

13. Solar Hot Water Systems Home Energy Assessment   and 
Solar Potential Site Assessment 

14. Solar Hot Air Systems Home Energy Assessment        and 
Solar Potential Site Assessment 

15. Solar Photovoltaic Systems Home Energy Assessment      and 
Solar Potential Site Assessment 

16. Swimming Pool Heating & Circulation Systems Home Energy Assessment, 
Existing Load Assessment,      and 
Solar Potential Site Assessment 

17. Supplementary work required to successfully complete 
the above listed upgrades. This may include but is not 
limited to removal of existing equipment or 
components, repairs and maintenance required, 
installation of vapour barriers and other water controls 
and freeze protection, testing and abatement of 
asbestos and vermiculite, and electrical upgrades. 

Home Energy Assessment 



Cumberland Municipal Council, July 3, 2019  Page 6 of 23 

 

6. BUSINESS ISSUES 
 6.1 Grant Request(s) 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Palmer seconded by Councillor Jackson to 
award Sutherland Lake Trail Groomers Association a grant from Regional 
Grant Funds in the amount of $3,000 to assist in cost of installing a 
building to house their safety equipment. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 6.2 Dangerous and Unsightly Premises Update 

Staff provided an update regarding the status of various dangerous and/or 
unsightly properties. 

 
6.3 Cliffs of Fundy Geo-explorers 

Staff provided information to Council regarding a fun and educational 
geological experience for children in grades 4, 5, and 6 who are registered in 
the outdoor summer camp programs in Springhill and Parrsboro. 

 
6.4 Events/Meetings Eligible for Reimbursement 

Council discussed having event/meeting preapproval prior to a Councillor 
attending an event/meeting. 
 

6.5 Food Van Fees 
Council discussed correspondence received from the Parrsboro and District 
Board of Trade. Staff will respond to this correspondence.  

 
6.6 Rainbow Bridge 

  IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Fletcher seconded by Councillor Gilbert that  
Correspondence expressing our support for his project be sent to Mr. Hogg 
along with a copy of the letter received from Department of 
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

6.7 Cumberland Energy Authority 
The May 21, 2019 Board Meeting Minutes are included in the meeting 
materials. 

 
6.8 Cliffs of Fundy Aspiring Geopark 

A memo indicating that two UNESCO evaluators: Professor Nikolaos Zouros, 
President of the Global Geoparks Network from Lesvos Island in Greece, and 
Dr. Asier Hilario, Scientific Director for the Basque Coast Geopark in 
northern Spain will arrive July 25th with the evaluation process taking place 
July 26th to July 28th. 

  
 6.9 July and August Council meetings 

Moved by Councillor Gilbert seconded by Deputy Warden van Vulpen to 
hold the second council meeting in July on the 17th and the third meeting 
of July on the 31st, 2019, and no meetings in the month of August. 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
6.10 Eastern Avenue in Parrsboro 

Staff was directed to refer this to the Director of Engineering and Public 
Works and forward correspondence to the resident informing them of this 
action. 

 
7.  INFORMATION ITEMS 

7.1 Meeting with Justice re Police Services Review 
Justice has indicated a meeting date of between July 16 and 24, 2019 to 
discuss the implementation of the Review Report. 
 

7.2 RFP – Mine water Geothermal Business Park and District Energy System 
Concept Design 
The Project Steering Committee will review and evaluate the 8 submissions 
received for the above noted RFP. The steering committee will then provide 
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a recommendation to the CEA Board for awarding the RFP at a CEA Board 
meeting scheduled for July 9, 2019. 

 
7.3 Parrsboro Wastewater Treatment and Collection Question  

and Answer Sheet 
The Q&A Sheet has been compiled and made available in several formats to 
residents.  

 
7.4 Recyclables Options Review 

The recyclables Options Study has been completed and reviewed by the 
Steering Committee.   

 
7.5 Cumberland Bursary Recipients 

A list of the 2019 recipients of the Cumberland County Bursary was provided 
to Council. 

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT  
 8.1 The Queen 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  The Queen was sung. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________    _____________________________ 
Warden Allison Gillis     Municipal Clerk Brenda Moore  
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APPENDIX A 
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