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1. Council Convenes - O Canada - Warden Keith Hunter called to order the September 19, 2007
session of Cumberland Municipal Council at 1:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Council
Chambers of the E. D. Fullerton Municipal Building, Upper Nappan.  O Canada was sung.

2. Roll Call - The roll call was done by Shelley Hoeg, Executive Assistant to the CAO.  All
Councillors were in attendance.  Staff in attendance were Rennie Bugley, CAO, Andrew
MacDonald, Director of Finance and Administration, Jim Coughlin, Director of Planning and
Steve Ferguson, Director of Policy and Research

3. Approval of Agenda (Additions/Deletions)  - The agenda was approved with the following
additions: 6.2 YMCA; 10.2 Minudie Heritage; 12.2 Nominations Committee; 13.1 Canada Post;
13.2 Windfarm Petition; 14.1 Organizational Changes; 14.2 Frequency of Council Meetings and
Deletions of #’s 7, 11, and 15.

4. Approval of Minutes
4.1 September 5, 2007 Council Session - The minutes of the September 5, 2007 Council

session were approved with the following amendments: motion #07-026 should state
that the roadside bushing was causing a dangerous situation, not the disrepair of the
road; and in 11.4 the area with pick up completed was District 3.

MOTION CARRIED #07-029

5. Business Arising from the Minutes
5.1 Action List - September 5, 2007 - There was no discussion arising from this item.

6. Delegations and Presentations
6.1 Health Care - Warden Hunter made presentations to Mr. Bruce Quiqley and Mr. Bruce

Saunders of the Cumberland Health Authority for their tireless efforts.  Warden Hunter
informed those present that since Mr. Quigley and Mr. Saunders have been involved with
the Cumberland Health Authority residents have seen the construction of a new regional
hospital; a tremendously successful recruitment program; etc.  As a result of the
recruitment program the new regional hospital is now drawing in patients from other areas
due to the expertise of the specialists that have been recruited by Mr. Quigley and Mr.
Saunders.  Mr. Quigley and Mr. Saunders thanked Council for their recognition but
attributed their success to the support of residents and local Councils.

At this time, Warden Hunter presented Ann Keddy, Communications Officer, with a plaque
for the Cumberland Health Care Authority.  Ms. Keddy thanked Council for the generous
and thoughtful presentation.

6.2 Cumberland YMCA - Mr. Bob Nixon and Ms. Divya Minocha presented to Council the
work that has been undertaken in the past few months to alleviate the Cumberland YMCA
of their difficult financial position.  The Board has initiated job descriptions for all senior
staff and are currently recruiting board members.  As well the Board is developing a
strategic financial plan and are looking at the long term capital improvements to better
utilize the facilities.  The Cumberland YMCA wants to partner with the Municipality of
Cumberland to have outreach programs to provide their services to a larger population.  

Today the YMCA is requesting $60,000 from the Municipality of Cumberland.  This
combined with other funding, will wipe out the funding deficit from 2007.  

Warden Hunter thanked Mr. Nixon and Ms. Minocha for their presentation and assured
them that we will be contacting them with a decision prior to the next Council session.

7. Public Hearings 
There were none
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8. Correspondence
The following is a synopsis of correspondence received since the last meeting of Council
and requiring follow-up/actions:

From Summary Action

Amherst Fire
Department Honorary
Fire Fighters Memory
Club

Bob Hanley, inviting Council and staff to take part in the
Maritime Firefighters’ Memorial Day on Sunday, September
30, 2007.

Refer to
Council, Staff

MADD Bordertown Bill Whitman, President, inviting the Warden to a
Candlelight Vigil of Hope and Remembrance on September
23, 2007.

Refer to
Warden

Mayor Peter J. Kelly Inviting Council to attend a Reception to recognize the 60th

anniversary of the Callow Wheelchair Buses, September 26,
2007, Halifax City Hall - 

Refer to
Council

Mun. Of West Hants Richard Dauphinee, Warden, advising of their
disappointment in accessing funding under the Green
Municipal Funds.  Also informing they feel the process is
biased towards larger municipalities.

Refer to
Council

Department of Justice David W. Horner, Director of Policing Strategy, advising of
the expiration of the federal and provincial governments
contracts under which the RCMP provides policing services. 
Also advising that Thinkwell Research will be conducting a
confidential on-line survey on their behalf and may be
contacting our Municipality.

Refer to Staff

N.S. Tourism, Culture
and Heritage

Executive Team inviting Council to participate in an
interactive information session to assist with plans for the
2008 season.

Refer to
Council

UNSM Tracy Verbeke, Secretary/Receptionist, advising of the long
term service awards and providing forms for recognition.

Refer to Staff

9. Planning Issues 

9.1 Update - Pugwash Planning Advisory Committee - Director of Planning, Jim Coughlin
informed Council that the Pugwash Planning Advisory Committee held a meeting on
September 13, 2007, to finalize the first draft of the Secondary Planning Strategy and Land
Use By-Law for the Village of Pugwash.  The Committee agreed that the next step will be
to hold a public open house from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9, 2007.  Mr
Coughlin will have public notices of the Open House in the local newspapers and a copy of
the Planning Strategy and By-Law will be posted on the County’s website.  

10. Financial Reports/Issues

10.1 Grant Requests - IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor    
Kellegrew to approve the following recreation grant requests as recommended by the
area Councillor:

Spookarama District 7  -   $500
District 9  -   $300
District 8  -   $250
District 2  -   $100
District 10 -  $100
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Fundy Youth Soccer District 1   - $  945
District 2   -   1080
District 3   -     225
District 4   -       75
District 5   -       45
District 6   -       45
District 7   -     180
District 8   -     390
District 9   -     645
District 10 -     255
TOTAL       $3885

Amherst Little League Baseball District 1 -   $  375
District 2 -       195
District 3 -       180
District 7 -         75
District 8 -         30
District 9 -         30
TOTAL         $885

Collingwood Community Centre District 6 -   $1000

Maccan Graveyard Fund District 2 -     $300
District 9 -     $100

PVC - Summer Rec Programs District 4 -     $400

MOTION CARRIED #07-030

10.2 Minudie Heritage - Mrs. Rhonda Kelly, Executive Director, C.R.E.D.A. informed Council
that the Amos Seaman Homestead in Minudie may eventually become the responsibility of
the Minudie Heritage Association.  As such, C.R.E.D.A. would recommend that a
feasability study be conducted to see if the Homestead could be a viable business.  The cost
of the study is approximately $22,000 and the Minudie Heritage Association are requesting
$5,000 from the Municipality.  This item will be considered at the next session of Council.

11. Operational Services/ Reports Issues

12. Committee/Other Reports

12.1 Fire and Burglar Alarm By-Law - Mr. Ferguson, Director of Policy and Research informed
Council that the Fire and Burglar Alarm By-Law has a purpose of reducing the number of
false alarms that fire departments and first responders have to respond to.  This By-Law
creates consequence for those who needlessly create false calls.

IT WAS MOVED by Deputy Warden Merriam, seconded by Councillor Kellegrew to
approve first reading of the Fire and Burglar Alarm By-Law which is as follows:

 Municipality of the County of Cumberland

Fire and Burglar Alarm By-Law 07-[  ]

1. This By-Law is entitled the “Fire and Burglar Alarm By-Law”.

2. Nothing in this By-Law shall be construed as authorizing non-compliance with any laws,
regulations, by-laws, lawful orders or directives pursuant to any statute, regulation or statutory
or regulatory authority that may require the installation, maintenance or operation of alarm
systems or which may specify standards in respect of the manufacture, installation, maintenance
or operation of such systems.
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3. In this By-Law:
(1) “Alarm Coordinator” means the Fire Services Coordinator unless some other person

has been appointed by the Chief Administrative Officer to administer this By-Law.

(2) “alarm system” means any mechanical or electrical device which emits a sound or
transmits a signal or message when activated and which is designed or used for

(a) the detection of fire, heat, or smoke; or
(b) the detection of an actual or attempted unauthorized entry into a building,

structure, fenced enclosure or other facility, but does not include a device
that is installed in a vehicle;

(3) “audible alarm” means an alarm system containing as a component or feature an
audible sound generated by an activated alarm system on the premises in which the
alarm system is installed;

(4) “automatic calling device” means any device, or combination of devices, that will,
upon activation, either mechanically, electronically or by any other automated means,
initiate transmission of a signal or message, including a recorded message or an
electronic signal, over telephone lines;

(5) “false alarm” means an alarm which results in the dispatch of a publicly funded fire
protection or police service organization except when a legitimate activation event has
occurred, provided however that an alarm shall not be considered false if the owner
can demonstrate to the reasonable satisfaction of the Alarm Coordinator that an
alarm resulted from

(a) a windstorm, lightning, earthquake or other violent act of nature; or
   (b) from the wrongful activation of an alarm by a person other than an

employee or contractor of the owner;

(6) “legitimate activation event” means
(a) in the case of a fire, heat or smoke detection system, a condition of

abnormal or excessive fire, heat or smoke; and
(b) in the case of a burglar alarm, an actual or attempted unauthorized entry.

(7) “monitored alarm system” means an alarm system where the signal of a legitimate
activation event is automatically transmitted to a third party;

(8) “Municipality” means the Municipality of the County of Cumberland;

(9) “owner” means a person who owns, manages, possesses or controls premises or
directs activity carried our on premises and includes a person shown on the
Assessment Roll for the Municipality as the assessed owner or occupant of the
premises except where the Municipality has been given notice in writing of a change
in ownership or has been provided with the name of a person identified as having
exclusive possession and control of the premises; and

(10) “publicly funded fire protection or police services organizations” includes the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, all fire brigades and departments that are registered to
provide fire services within the Municipality.

4. No person shall willfully cause the activation of an alarm in the absence of a legitimate
activation event.

5. Except for an alarm system designed and used to detect heat, smoke or fire, no person
shall install or operate an audible alarm, and no owner shall permit or acquiesce in the
installation or operation of an audible alarm which sounds continually at the alarm-
protected premises for a period of greater than fifteen minutes after each separate
activation, if the sound made by the alarm is audible off the property on which the alarm
has been installed.
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6. No person shall install or operate, or permit or acquiesce in the installation or operation
of any automatic calling device designed or programmed to transmit a message to any
telephone number assigned to a publicly funded fire protection or police service
organization, or to a dispatch or communication centre responsible for the receiving and
dispatching of alarm calls to such organizations.

7. When a third party is responsible for monitoring an alarm system for the detection of an
actual or attempted unauthorized entry into a building, structure, fenced enclosure or
other facility, that third party shall endeavor to verify that the alarm activation is not
accidental by contacting the owner or occupant of the premises where the alarm is
installed before notifying a publicly funded police services organization.

8. No owner shall cause, permit, or allow more than one false alarm to emanate from an
alarm system during any consecutive 12-month period.  Each additional false alarm
within such period shall constitute a separate offence.

9. Following the first occurrence of an apparently false alarm within any consecutive period
of 12 months,
(1) a notice shall be delivered to an owner of the alarm system that a false alarm has

apparently occurred and that, in the event an owner disagrees that there was a
false alarm, the owner shall have 3 weeks from the date of delivery of the notice to
show cause to the Alarm Coordinator why the Alarm should not be considered
false;

(2) the notice shall be in writing and may be delivered by hand or regular mail
(a) to the subject property to the attention of the occupant; and
(b) to the owner’s name and address as contained in tax roll;

(3) a notice sent in accordance with this section is deemed to have been delivered
and received and, in the case of a notice sent by mail, is deemed to have been
delivered 3 days after the date of mailing; and

(4) when an owner responds to the notice, the Alarm Coordinator shall make a
determination of whether there was a false alarm, and the Alarm
Coordinator’s decision shall be final.

10. Any person who violates section 4 of this By-Law is guilty of an offence punishable on
summary conviction by a fine of not less than $200.00 and not more than $1,000.00 and to
imprisonment of not more that 30 days in default of payment thereof.

11. Any person who violates any other provision of this By-Law is guilty of an offence
punishable on summary conviction by a fine of not less than $100.00 and not more than
$1,000.00 and to imprisonment of not more that 30 days in default of payment thereof.

12. Any person who contravenes section 8 of this By-Law and who is given notice of the
contravention in accordance with the Municipality’s Payment in Lieu of Prosecution
Policy may pay to the Municipality at the place specified in the notice, the sum of $50.00
within 14 days of the date of the notice and shall thereby avoid prosecution for that
contravention.

13. Any person who contravenes section 4, 6, 7 or 8 of this By-Law and thereby causes or
contributes to a chain of evens that results in a fire department to be dispatched shall
upon conviction for that contravention be subject to a penalty of $500.00 in addition to
any fine imposed to defer the cost associated with dispatching a fire department

Clerk’s Annotation for Official By-Law Book

Date of First Reading                                                                                September 19, 2007
Date of Advertisement of Notice of Intent to Consider
Date of Second Reading
*Date of Advertisement of Passage of By-Law
Date of mailing to Minister a certified Copy of the By-Law

I certify that this FIRE AND BURGLAR ALARM BY-LAW was adopted by Council and
published as indicated above.

_____________________________ __________________________
Clerk Date

*Effective date of the By-Law unless otherwise specified in the text of the By-Law
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MOTION CARRIED #07-031

12.2 Nominations Committee Report - IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Kellegrew, seconded
by Deputy Warden Merriam that the following report of the of the Nominations
Committee be accepted:

That the AdHoc Fire Protection Services Committee be comprised of Chief Lyman
Bacon, Chief Mike Coffin and Councillors Reid, Kellegrew, and K. Langille; that the
Police Services Advisory Committee be comprised of Councillor K. Langille,
Councillor G. Langille, and Councillor Ernest Gilbert and an advertisement be placed
for 3 citizen appointments; That Councillor John Reid be appointed to the
Community Accessible Transportation Committee.

MOTION CARRIED #07-032

13. Old Business

13.1 Canada Post - IT WAS MOVED by Councillor John Reid, seconded by Councillor
Gilbert that

WHEREAS the Canada Post Corporation is owned by and responsible to the
Government of Canada;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada issued an indefinate moratorium on
rural Post Office closures in 1994;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada reconfirmed their commitment to rural
postal service on August 25, 2005 in the following statement issued by the Honourable
John McCallum “I can state definitively that, if there is a post office in your community
today, it will continue to be there into the future”;

AND WHEREAS the management of the Canada Post Corporation is currently
refusing to staff the Strathcona post office on a permanent basis and may be
considering closing this office;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of the
County of Cumberland demand that the Government of Canada order the
management of the Canada Post Corporation to immediately abandon any
consideration to close rural Post Offices and that the Government of Canada order
the management of the Canada Post Corporation to appoint a permanent postmaster
in Strathcona without delay.

MOTION CARRIED #07-033

13.2 Windfarm Petition - Councillor K. Langille presented copies of a petition signed by
residents of the Gulf Shore who are opposed to the location of a wind farm in the Gulf
Shore area.  
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IT WAS MOVED by Councillor K. Langille, seconded by Councillor G. Langille to
accept/receive a petition from the Gulf Shore Preservation Society regarding the
proposed wind turbine development of the Gulf Shore, Pugwash.

MOTION CARRIED #07-034

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor K. Langille, seconded by Councillor G. Langille for
the Municipality of Cumberland to provide a letter of support for the endeavors of
the Gulf Shore Preservation Society in their efforts to not have a wind farm located
on the Gulf Shore.

MOTION DEFEATED #07-035

14. New Business

14.1 Organizational Changes - Following a recommendation of staff;
IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor Kellegrew to
implement the following organizational changes: That the Emergency Management
Coordinator report to the Director of Policy and Research, and that the Fire
Protection Services Coordinator report to the Director of Public Works and that the
Director of Finance and Administration be delegated the responsibilities of Municipal
Treasurer pursuant to the Municipal Government Act.

MOTION CARRIED #07-036

14.2 Council Meetings - IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor
Gilbert to, on a trial basis of three months, hold one monthly Council session.

MOTION CARRIED #07-037

15. Information Items 
There were none

16. Adjournment  
On motion by Councillor G. Langille, the meeting adjourned at 2:22 p.m. 

17. God Save the Queen

                                                                                                                              
Warden Chief Administrative Officer

                                                               
Recording Secretary


